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MOR-GRAN-SOU ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE INC.

Mor-Gran-Sou holds annual meeting
BY JACKIE MILLER

Members of Mor-Gran-Sou 
Electric Cooperative, Inc., 
met at the Pavilion of 

Prairie Knights Casino and Resort 
north of Fort Yates on July 20 
to conduct their business at the 
cooperative’s 71st annual meeting. 
This year’s theme was, “Aligning for 
the Future.”

The afternoon began with 
registration from 3:30 to 5:30 p.m. 
CT. Prior to a delicious banquet 
served at 6 p.m., a solemn prayer 
was offered by Director Vernard 
Frederick, a licensed lay minister 
for the United Church of Christ. 
Mor-Gran-Sou Board Director 
Chad Harrison provided a warm 
welcome to the members.

Chairman Leland “Judge” Barth 
dropped the gavel at approximately 
5:30 p.m. CT and the business 
meeting was underway. This year, 
Mor-Gran-Sou members were asked 
to vote for three board directors: 
one for the At-Large position, one 

for the Morton County position, 
and one for the Sioux County 
position. The three incumbents 
retained their positions on the board, 
including Mark Doll, New Salem; 
Bonnie Tomac, St. Anthony; and 
Chad Harrison, Fort Yates. Doll is 
the At-Large representative, Tomac 
is the Morton County representative, 
and Harrison is the Sioux County 
representative. Mor-Gran-Sou thanks 
Tim L. Kuntz, Mandan, and Marcie 
Kahl, Solen, for campaigning to serve 
their electric cooperative. 

The reorganization meeting was 
held at the board meeting on Aug. 29.

Mor-Gran-Sou was honored to 
have a number of guests attend the 
meeting, including Senator Heidi 
Heitkamp and Representative Kevin 
Cramer. Both briefly addressed the 
membership. While Senator John 
Hoeven was unable to attend, he 
provided a video update.

After the greetings, Co-General 
Managers/Chief Executive Officers 

Donald Franklund and Travis 
Kupper captured this year’s theme 
in their interesting and informative 
report to the membership. 

Franklund noted electricity makes 
life easier. “We don’t value electricity; 
we value what it does for us,” he said. 
From powering a complex server 
room to a simple children’s toy, 
electricity is an integral part in our 
everyday work and play. Aligning for 
the future allows Mor-Gran-Sou to 
better understand the impact we have 
on the digital world — and its impact 
on us.

New to the annual meeting this 
year was a booth manned by some 
of Mor-Gran-Sou’s linemen, who 
showed a map of the cooperative’s 
service area and visited with 
members about projects in progress. 
In his report to the membership, 
Kupper referred to the map and 
noted the time spent and money 
invested in maintaining a reliable 
electric system.

Prairie Knights Casino and Resort provided a delicious meal, compliments of 
Mor-Gran-Sou.

New to this year’s annual meeting 
was the conferral of two Luck of 
the Draw scholarships. They were 
given to two students who registered 
and attended the annual meeting. 
Member Services Manager Julie 
Armijo extended congratulations to 
Gavin Miller and Cassie Pierson, 
on behalf of Mor-Gran-Sou. We thank 
these students and their families for 
being active and involved in their 
electric cooperative.
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Bill credit winners
This year, members who voted 

in person at the annual meeting 
or voted by mail-in ballot had 
a chance to win one of 15 $25 
bill credits. Mor-Gran-Sou 
automatically applied this 
prize to the winning members’ 
electric bills. 

The lucky winners included:
•	 Kenneth Bahm, Selfridge
•	 Dennis Doll, Almont
•	 Wilbert O. Fisher, Solen
•	 Marshall W. Flagg, Bismarck
•	 Jeff Frederick, Mandan
•	 Tom Herman, Bismarck
•	 James Hopfauf, Flasher
•	 Matt Kuhn, Glen Ullin
•	 George Leingang, Solen
•	 Eric Ohman, Mandan
•	 Chris Pack, Mandan
•	 Warren G. Smith, Mandan
•	 Jeff Striegel, Carson
•	 Vernon Stuhlmiller, Mandan
•	 Dennis Turpin, Mandan

Linda Urlacher, president of 
the Mor-Gran-Sou Charitable 
Foundation, Inc., shared what the 
organization has accomplished in 
2018. The foundation oversees the 
Operation Round Up program, in 
which Mor-Gran-Sou members 
can voluntarily choose to round up 
their monthly utility bills to the next 
dollar and donate their pennies. The 
foundation board members, who are 
also Mor-Gran-Sou members, will 
meet and disburse funds in the form 
of grants to non-profit corporations, 
organizations or agencies in the 
Mor-Gran-Sou service area.

Dedicated to the development 
of young leaders in its service 
area, Mor-Gran-Sou expanded 
its scholarship program this year, 
awarding one $500 scholarship to 
a graduating senior from each of 
the high schools within its service 
area. Faculty members from each 
respective school chose a student 
to receive these funds. Students 
recognized at the meeting included 
Sam Dart from Elgin-New Leipzig 
Public School; Autumn Bertch from 
Flasher Public School; Kyle Schulte 
from Hebron Public School; Katelyn 
Schmidt from Mandan Public School; 

Jaret Lennie from New Salem-
Almont Public School; and Jayce 
Archambault from Solen Public 
School. The $1,000 Basin Electric 
Power Cooperative/Mor-Gran-Sou 
scholarship was awarded to Kathryn 
Slavick from Mandan. Several of 
the students were unable to attend 
the meeting. Dart, Lennie and 
Schulte attended and thanked the 
membership for the assistance in 
furthering their education and 
careers. Schmidt sent a letter of 
appreciation, which was shared by 
Director Tomac.

Mor-Gran-Sou also awarded two 
“Luck of the Draw” scholarships 
to students who had registered for 
the meeting and attended with a 
parent or guardian. The goal of these 
scholarships is to encourage the 
younger generation to attend, and 
learn about the cooperative business 
model of one member, one vote — 
and to show how their voices and 
votes will count. Recipients included 
Gavin Miller and Cassie Pierson.

This past June, Evan Friesz of 
New Leipzig participated in the 
Electric Cooperative Youth Tour 
trip to Washington, D.C. He and 
other delegates from across the state 

and nation learned from and about 
each other while participating in 
events that showcase our nation’s 
rich history, U.S. government, the 
cooperative business model and 
rural electrification. Unable to attend 
the annual meeting, Friesz sent a 
letter explaining his highlights and 
gratitude, which Director Tomac 
read for the membership. 

Chief Financial Officer Alex 
Craigmile presented the financial 
report to the membership. He said 
Brady, Martz & Associates, P.C. 
audited the 2017 financial statements 
of Mor-Gran-Sou and presented their 
report to the board of directors with 
an ‘unmodified opinion,’ the highest 
opinion they can give.

The board of directors and staff 
of Mor-Gran-Sou wish to thank our 
members for participating in the 71st 
annual meeting of the membership, 
and look forward to meeting your 
electrical needs in the future. n

Mor-Gran-Sou MSR II Patty Kluge counted ballots with member Dennis Doll. 
Jeff Striegel (background) and other members of the Election Committee partnered 
with Mor-Gran-Sou employees to count ballots. The process was overseen by 
Director Casey Wells.
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UNCLAIMED CAPITAL CREDITS
The following list contains the names of current or 

former Mor-Gran-Sou Electric Cooperative members who 
have unclaimed capital credit checks that were mailed in 
December. These checks have either been received but not 
cashed, or returned to Mor-Gran-Sou by the postal service 
because they could not locate the members at the address 
on file. A further search by Mor-Gran-Sou personnel has 
not turned up their whereabouts.

If you know of the whereabouts of members on this 
list who received electrical service from Mor-Gran-Sou, 
please have them contact our office at 701-597-3301, 
701-663-0297 or 800-750-8212.

Please keep in mind that not all of the capital credit 
amounts are large, but we would like to get these checks to 
the proper parties. Persons who wish to claim checks from 
the following list should be prepared to provide proper 
personal identification.

What are capital credits? 
So, you like receiving those capital credit payments, 

but you’re not sure why you get them. It’s simple, really. 
Mor-Gran-Sou Electric Cooperative is a nonprofit 
business. We exist only to provide goods and services to 
you, our members; not to make a profit for a shareholder 
or investor. Cooperatives are operated to provide at-cost 
electric service to their members.

When all the expenses are paid, the cooperative’s 
margins are credited to you in the form of capital credits. 
As the financial condition of your cooperative allows, 
you are paid these capital credits. In the meantime, your 
capital credits are your equity in the cooperative.

Refunds are allocated based on the amount of business a 
member does with the cooperative — the more electricity 
used, the larger the capital credit check.

If you have questions about your capital credits 
or would like a more detailed explanation, contact 
Mor-Gran-Sou at 701-597-3301, 701-663-0297 
or 800-750-8212.

NOTE: This is part one of three. The next two installments will be published in the October and November local pages 
of North Dakota Living.

INSTALLMENT ONE: A-GI
AAKER, ROGER
ABBOTT, JODI
ABLEIDINGER, CURTIS
ACHTENBERG, GREG
ACTION CONSTRUCTION
ADAMS, LUKE
ADAMS, MARC
ADAMS, ROBERT
ADAMS, SCOTT
ADAMSKI, LINNETTE
AGARD, THERESA
AGCO CORPORATION
ALBERT, JEROLD
ALEXANDER, TONY
ALJETS, LEANNA
ALKIRE, CHRISTINE
ALLAN, PETER
ALLEN, JOEL
ALLEN, MONTE
ALLSTATE PAVING INC.
ALLTEL CORPORATION
AMERICAN INDIAN 

DELIVERANCE CHURCH
AMOCO OIL COMPANY
AMOCO PIPELINE CO.
AMSDEN, GEORGE
AMUNDSON, GREG
ANDERSON, DEAN
ANDERSON, DOUG
ANDERSON, KAREN R.
ANDERSON, KELLY
ANDERSON, PATRICK
ANDERSON, PHILLIP
ANDERSON, STEVE
ANDERSON, TODD

ANDERSON, GUTHIE & 
CARLSON

ANDRE, BYRON
ANDRESON, GERALDINE
ANHELUK, KRISTA
APPERT, FRED
APPERT, PATRICK
ARCHAMBAULT, BETTA
ARCHAMBAULT, GEORGE
ARCHAMBAULT, MIKE
ARGUELLO, PETER
ARMAN RANCH
ARMBRUST, ROCKY
ARNTSON, MATTHEW
ARNTZ, MIKE
ARTLIP, ROBERT
ASBRIDGE, TOMMY
AT&T MOBILITY
AUCH, GENE K.
AUCH, JEFF
AUNE, PAMELA G.
AUSTIN, M. P.
AZURE, JAMES
B & D APIARIES
BABB, DONALD
BABBITT, MARCUS
BACHMEIER, JOE
BACHMEIER, KAREN
BACHMEIER, WADE M.
BACKHAUS, OTTO
BACKSEN, DUSTY
BAD HAND, WAYLON
BADER, CHARLES
BAER & ASBRIDGE
BAHR, DENNIS
BAILEY, JUDY

BAILEY, SIDNEY JR.
BAILEY CONSTRUCTION 

COMPANY
BAKER, ALLEN R.
BAKER, DUSTIN
BAKER, KELLY
BALANGA, ROBERT
BALD EAGLE, MARLENE
BALLING, GEORGE
BANNING, LYNETTE
BANNING, MARY J.
BARLOW, ALAN
BARNES, MYRLA S.
BARRETT, JOSEPHINE
BARRETT, VIANN
BARTH, CHARLES E.
BARTH, DAVID L.
BARTH, DUANE
BARTH, JOSEPH S.
BARTH, MARLYS
BARTLEY, CHARLES
BAUER, DANIEL
BAUER, JACK
BAUER, JAMES J.
BAUER, LEON
BAUER, MEYER GAIL
BAUMAN, ROGER
BAUMAN, SCOTT
BAUMEISTER, AMBER
BAUMGARTNER, RANDY
BAY, FRED JR.
BEARSTAIL, REBECCA
BEASLEY, LUKE
BEAUCHAMP, MAVIS
BEAUDRIE, LEAH
BECKER, ANN

BECKER, DARREN
BECKER, GEORGE
BECKER, JARROD
BECKER, JUDY
BECKER, TIM
BECKER, UPTON
BECKLER, JENNY
BECKLER, LEONARD
BECKLER, TYLER
BEDWELL, AMY
BEEHLER, DOUGLAS
BEER, KATHY
BEGAY, ROBERT
BEGLEY, ERNEST
BEHELER, WILLIAM L
BEHM’S PROPANE
BEIERLEIN BROTHERS
BELDEN, DALE
BELILE, ART
BELOHLAVEK, LANCE
BENDER, CHAD
BENDER, DONALD
BENDER, LEANN
BENDER-SMITH, MONICA 
BENEFIET, MARTIN L.
BENISHEK, THEODORE
BENSON, ARLENE
BENSON, ROWDY
BENSTEAD, JOHN
BENTON, DOUGLAS C.
BENZINGER JONATHAN
BERENDS, WADE
BERG, BOB
BERG, GILBERT
BERGE, GORDON
BERGER, CINDY

BERGER, CONNIE
BERGER, JOHN R.
BERGER, NADINE
BERGER, RODNEY
BERGRUD, BRANDON
BERGSTAD, JON L.
BERLAND, MICHAEL D.
BERNAL-MURPHY, JAMIE
BERTSCH 

CONSTRUCTION
BESSER, DELBERT D.
BETH, ELMER
BETHEL ORTHODOX 

PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH

BETHKE, DOROTHY
BETHKE, LESLIE
BETTGER, CHERYL
BIALLIS, GINA
BIEBER, JILL
BIEGLER, TYLER
BIERDMAN, JAMES
BIG EAGLE, AMY
BIG EAGLE, DORIS
BIG HORN, FRANCIS 

(ROCKY)
BIG VALLEY GRAVEL
BILLINGSLEY, KENNY
BINDER, CINDY
BINDER, MARK
BINDER, TROY
BINGHAM, MICHAEL
BINSTOCK, TERRY
BIRD, LAWRENCE
BIRD, TED
BISCHKE, BRADLEY J.

BISMARCK MSA LIMITED 
PARTNERS

BISON PIPELINE LLC.
BJORNDAHL, DAVID
BLACK CLOUD, RANDY
BLACK ELK, CHERYL
BLACK ELK, CYRUS
BLACKWELL, MIKE
BLANK, RONALD
BLANKENSHIP, LISA
BLEICK, BRIAN
BLETH, DAVID P
BLOCK, ALBERT C.
BLOOM, PERRY
BLOTSKE, RYAN
BLOTSKY, BRIAN
BLOTSKY, BRIAN J.
BLOTSKY, PENNY
BLUE LIPS, JIM
BOB’S REPAIR
BODIN, LARRY A.
BOEHM, ADAM F.
BOEHM, ALAN
BOEHM, BRUCE
BOEHM, GEORGE
BOEHM, JARVIS
BOEHM, JOSHUA
BOEHM, KIMBERLY A.
BOEHM, LEONARD JR.
BOEHM, PATRICK F.
BOEHM, ROBERT A.
BOGERT, DEBBIE
BOHN, STUART
BOHRER, WILBUR
BOLTON, RICHARD
BOND, RICHARD
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BONOGOFSKY, DAVE
BOOR, RANDAL
BORCHELT, RON
BOSCH, FRANCIS
BOUCHER, JOANNE R.
BOWERS, CHARLENE T.
BOYER, LORETTA
BOYLE, JAMES
BRAATEN, IVAN
BRANDLE, RACHEL
BRANDT, LINDA
BRAVE BULL, SCOTT
BRAVE THUNDER, TONI
BREINER, JAMES
BREINER, RICHARD
BREN, GALEN J.
BREWER, VELMA
BREWSTER, FRANCES E.
BREWSTER, GERALD
BRIDE, KEITH R.
BRIEN, CURTIS D.
BRINGS THEM, 

ELIZABETH
BRINK, MERLE
BRINKMEYER, NATHAN
BROECKEL, J.E.
BROOKS, CURTIS
BROOKS, FRED
BROOME, CHUCK
BROTHEN, AARON
BROTTLUND, CORY
BROWN, AMANDA
BROWN, ELSIE L.
BROWN, GLENN
BROWN, KENNY
BROWN, ROBERT
BROWN, ZAC
BROWNOTTER, BRADY J.
BRUCKER, MARILYN
BRUDVIG, JON
BRUINGTON, DORAN
BRUINGTON, HERBERT
BRUNELLE, JEREMY
BRUNING, DAVID
BUCHHOLTZ, MICHAEL
BUCHLI, WILBERT U.
BUCK, BRADLEY C.
BUCKLEY, COLLEEN
BUCKLEY, SUSAN
BUECHLER, DUANE
BUELOW, CRAIG
BUESCHER, TRACI
BULL BEAR, BYRON
BULLINGER, CHARLES
BULLINGER, SCOTT
BUMANN, MURIEL
BUNKOWSKI, TONY
BURBRIDGE, TAMMY
BURDA, ROBERT
BURGER, STEVE
BURGER, QUEEN
BURKE, DAVID A.
BURKHARDMIER, DAN
BURMAN, JODI
BURRELL, JAYNE
BURROWS, JAMES
BURSOVSKY, JACK
BUSCH, GREG
BUTLER, JUSTIN
BUTLER, RICHARD T.
BUXBAUM, BREANNE
BYKONEN, CHAD
CADOTTE, GENE
CADOTTE, SHELDON
CAMPBELL, JEAN
CAMPBELL, RODNEY
CANNONBALL BAPTIST 

MISSION
CANNONBALL 

CONGREGATION 
CHURCH

CANNONBALL PIT STOP
CARKUFF, JAMES
CARLSON, GUSTAF L.
CARLSON, SHERRI
CARMAN, JOAN
CARRY MOCCASIN, 

COLETTE
CARRY MOCCASIN, 

LANDIN
CARRY MOCCASIN, 

MITCHELL
CARRY MOCCASIN, 

ROLETTA
CARRY MOCCASIN, 

SHARON
CARRY MOCCASIN, 

WAYNE
CASTILLO BEELER, 

BRONWYN
CASTILLO’S 1806
CASTLE, MIKE
CAT CONSTRUCTION
CAUDEL, ROBERT
CAWLEY, BRYAN
CECH, ALLEN
CEDA, INC.
CEDAR GRANT COMM.
CENEX
CEYNAR, MARIE
CHAMPION AUTO PARTS
CHAPMAN, LOIS H.
CHARGING CLOUD, 

BARBARA
CHARVAT, BRETT
CHASE, CLARA 
CHASE, KEITH
CHRISTENSEN, WILLIAM
CHRISTOPHERSON, 

CHRIS
CHRISTOPHERSON, 

KARLA
CIVARELLA, JADEN
CLADDING TECH INC.
CLAPSADDLE, RONALD
CLARK, BONNIE
CLARYS, MARSHALL
CLAYMORE, KAREN
CLAYMORE, KYLE
CLAYMORE, LANCE
CLAYMORE, SIDNEY
CLEVELAND, GREGORY K.
CLOUD, EDWINA
COFER, NICOLE
COHENOTTI, CHERIE
COLLINS, EDWARD
COLTON, CONNIE
COMEAU, VIRGIL
COMMANDER AVIATION
CONDON, MIKE
CONDON, THOMAS G.
CONICA, ARLO
CONICA, LEONA
CONITZ, CLARENCE
CONITZ, EVELYN L.
CONITZ, GREG D.
CONKLIN, BRUCE
CONKLIN, RICHARD
CONMY, STEPHEN
CONNOISSEUR MEDIA
CONRAD, KARI
CONRATH, CAROLINE
CONTACT AMERICA
COOKE, FERN

CORBIN, LEANN
CORKY EXXON
COTTONWOOD, BARBARA
COTTONWOOD, SHERYL
COURNOYER, RENEE
CRABTREE, JOHN W.
CRAIG, KIMBERLY A.
CRANE, DARYL L.
CRAWFORD, ROBERT
CROFUTT, KATIE
CROOKS, KAREN R.
CROSS, MICHAEL
CROSS BEAR, EFFIE M.
CROUSE, LEONARD 
CROUSE, RON
CUE, ROBERT
CUMULUS MEDIA INC.
CUNNINGHAM, TROY
CURRY, DAVID
CUSTER TRAIL SPORT
CUTLER, KEITH
D & E OIL INC.
DAHL, MERLIN H.
DAILEY, DAN
DAKOTA BANK & TRUST
DAKOTA GARDENS
DALE’S BODY SHOP
DALEY, RUSSELL
DAMM, KELLAN
DAMMOUS, SHANE
DANIELSON, TIM
DANKS, ED
DAVIDSON, MICAH
DAVIES, ROGER
DAVIS, BARRY
DAVIS, LORRAINE
DAVIS, SCOTT
DAVIS, TOM
DAWSON, JOHN 
DAY, JODI
DEBBIE’S CAFE
DECLOEDT, JACOB
DECOTEAU, ANDREW
DECOUTEAU, MARGARET
DEE ENTERPRISES
DEETER, TERRY
DEFENDER, DARREN
DEFENDER, IVAN L
DEICHERT, DENNIS
DEICHERT, DON
DEICHERT, ROBERT J.
DELABARRE, GERALD
DEMERY, MELISSA
DEMONTINEY, DONITA
DENGEL, STACEY
DENNIS, LARRY J.
DERFLINGER, WADE
DEROCKBRAINE, LINDA
DICKINSON HOUSE
DIETZ, DARWIN
DILLMAN, DONALD
DING, DOUG
DIONNE, DELEMA
DIRK, ANTHONY L.
DISRUD, JAMES
DITTUS, JAMES
DITTUS INC.
DOGSKIN, DIANE M.
DOLENCE, RICK
DOLL, JUSTIN
DOLL, KENNETH
DOLL, TERRY
DOLL, WILMA J.
DOLLINGER, DENNIS R.
DONAHE, PEGGY Y.
DORNFELD, DANIEL
DORRANCE, RHONDA

DORRHEIM, LARRY
DOUGHERTY, ROGER
DOYLE, ANDY
DRALLE, JARED
DRAPER, RANDY
DREMANN, THOMAS R.
DRIESSEN, MARK
DROOG, LANE
DRUCKENMILLER, 

DOUGLAS
DUBLAN, DENNIS
DUBOIS & SONS INC.
DUCHENEAUX, ELOISE
DUCKWITZ, WAYNE
DUDLEY, ROBERT
DUDLEY, THOMAS
DUERRE, JASON R.
DUFFORD, SHEILA J.
DUNCAN, DAVID H.
DUNKIRK, J. D.
DUNN, DOUGLAS
DUNN, ROBBIE
DUNN, TRACY
DUPPONG, TODD
DVIRNAK, DWIGHT R.
DWARF, DARYL
DWARF, HENRIETTA
DWARF, LINDSEY
DWARF, MELISSA
DWARF, NICOLE
DWARF, WAYNE L.
DWYER, DAHL BECKY
DYMERSKI, CRAIG
E & R RANCH
EAGLE, BELVA C.
EAGLE, KIM
EAGLE, MARGIE P
EAGLE, YVONNE
EAGLESHIELD, INEZ M.
EAGLESTAFF, BILL
EARTH BUILDERS
EASTMAN, ANNE
EASTON, TERRY 
ECKROTH, LEONARD
ECKROTH, PAT
ECKROTH, RYAN
ECKROTH & ENGELTER
EDELMAN, CHARLES
EDINGER, JAMES
EDMO, WANDA
EFFERTZ, DALE
EGAN & SONS CO.
EHLIS, ANDREW R.
EILER, CHAD
EISENBEIS, ROGER
EISENMANN, CLAUDIA A.
ELHARD, ED
ELI, RON
ELK, MARGARET
ELL, DUANE
ELL, JODI
ELL, TANNER
ELLIS, JUDI
ELLISON, GLENNA
ELSIE, JEANNETTE
EMERSON, JAMES E.
EMIL, JAMES
EMTER, ED
EMTER, ERIC
END OF HORN, JULIENNE
ENERVOLD, NEIL
ENG, EDWIN O.
ENGELSTAD, JON
ERETH, BONNIE S.
ERHARDT, JEFF
ERHARDT, LISA
ERHARDT, RUSSELL

ERHARDT, SHANNON
ERHARDT DAIRY INC.
ERICKSON, ERIK
ERICKSON, JASON A.
ERSLAND, JEFF W.
ERSTAD, NATHAN
ERTELT, DEBRA
ESLINGER, KIRK
ETHEN, SCOTT
EVANS FINANCIAL CORP.
EVENSON, JEFFREY W.
EVENSON, KEVIN
FAITH, CECILIA
FALCON, GARY
FALSTAD, ROBERT
FANDRICH, KATE
FASCHING, JOEL
FASCHING, TOM
FAST HORSE, HARRY
FAST HORSE, REUBEN
FEIST, AMELIA
FEIST, JOAN
FEIST, LEO
FEIST, PETER
FEIST, ROBERT
FELDMAN, GENE G.
FELDMANN, SHIRLEY
FENNER, MYRON
FERDERER, G. R.
FERDERER, JESSICA
FERDERER, JOHN J.
FERDERER, MICHAEL J.
FERDERER, PETE 
FERDERER, WILLIAM T.
FETTIG, FRANK
FIDRAM, ANDY
FILIBECK, BRIAN
FIRNEKAS, DENISE
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 

MISSION
FIRST FEDERAL S & L
FIRST NATIONAL BANK/

US BANK
FISCHER, STEVEN
FITTERER, ALOYSIUS
FITTERER, JESSE
FITTERER, MIKE
FIX, JOSEPH
FIX, RANDALL L.
FLAGG, DEAN
FLAKKER, GARY
FLASHER LODGE AF&AM
FLECK, JOHN R.
FLECK, KYLE
FLECK, LESLIE
FLECK, PAULINE
FLECK, TERRY
FLECK, W. J.
FLYING HORSE EAGLE, 

LEIGHTON
FODE, RYAN
FORDE, SCOTT W.
FORDERER, JOHN
FORSTER, ALISSA M.
FORT YATES BAPTIST 

MISSION
FORT YATES COMMUNITY 

CHURCH
FOSS, MARK
FOURTH, ADELLA
FRANCO, DAVID
FRANK, SANDY
FRANKE, WILLIAM
FRANKLIN, RAQUEL
FRANKLUND, DAN
FREDERICKS, PETER J.

FREDRICKS, LUCY
FREETLY, TRACY S.
FREIDT, VERONICA
FREIJE, ROD
FRIEDLAND, VICKI
FRIEDT, HENRY
FRIES, KEVIN
FRIESZ, ERIC W.
FRIESZ, LARRY M.
FRIESZ, MICHAEL
FRIESZ, PAUL G.
FRIESZ, VICTOR
FRIEZ, JEREMY
FRITO LAY INC.
FROEBE, PAUL
FROEHLICH, WYATT
FROELICH, JOY
FROESCHLE, ROLAND
FROHLICH, ANDY R.
FRONTEER MARKETING 

GROUP
FRONTIER 

MANUFACTURING
FRYE, JAMES T.
FRYE, WILLIAM
FUEL ECONOMY
FUERSTENBERG, DON
GALLAGHER, TODD
GALSTER, ALLEN
GANGL, H.A.
GANGL, MARGARET
GANJE, GEORGE
GARCIA, JESSIE
GARCIA, JOLENE
GARD, NICHOLAS
GARRISON, GENE
GARSCHAGEN, RODNEY
GARTNER, JUSTIN
GARTNER, LISA
GARTNER, LOREN
GARTNER, RYAN
GATES, SHAWN
GAUGLER, LEONA
GAUSLOW, ALLEN O.
GAWRYLUK, WANDA
GAYDA, JERRY
GAYTON, GEORGE
GAYTON, SANDRA
GEBAUER, DONALD G.
GEIGER, ALVINA
GEIGER, DUSTIN
GEIGER, KYLA
GEIGER, MIKE
GEIGER, WARREN
GEIGER, WES A.
GEIGER, WILLIAM 
GEIGLE, TODD
GENEREO, JOE
GEORGE, BEATRICE
GEORGE, JIM
GEORGESON, BRADLEY
GERDING, STEVE
GERHARDT, JOHN
GERL, JAMES
GERTZ, BRYAN
GERVING, MIKE W.
GIBSON, ADALINE A.
GIESE, THEODORE
GIETZEN, ZACH
GIFFORD, WAYNE JR.
GILLAND, GEORGE
GINGER, EMMA
GIPP, DAVID
GIPP, MARTIN
GIPP, WM L.
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Severe weather was the story of 
our summer here at Mor-Gran-
Sou Electric Cooperative. We 

received a lot of much-needed rain 
in our service area, but with that 
rain came lightning, high winds, 
hail and even funnel clouds. It was 
an active weather pattern — and 
that meant a lot of activity at your 
electric cooperative.

No one likes it when the power 
goes out. It’s an inconvenience for 
you, our members; and it’s work for 
your cooperative to coordinate and 

complete the restoration process. 
That’s our job, and we are happy to 
do it and serve you. We are glad those 
severe weather warnings have slowed, 
for now.

Because we had more severe 
weather events this summer, it may 
have felt like there were more power 
outages. We had a few transmission 
outages caused by lightning that 
resulted in more members being out 
of power at one time, but our co-op 
did not experience a larger number of 
actual outages. 

The Member Satisfaction Survey 
we completed this past year indicated 
system reliability is very important to 
you. I’m happy to report that Mor-
Gran-Sou still has an exceptional 
reliability rate based on SAIDI and 
ASAI, which are the System Average 
Interruption Duration Index and the 
Average System Reliability Index. 
When taking into account the total 
duration of interruptions and Mor-
Gran-Sou’s membership, our system’s 
reliability rate is 99.7 percent.

Every year, our construction work 

Mor-Gran-Sou Linemen Cody Graetz 
(left), Brett Fleck (right) and Lead Man 
Jason Jahner (center) frame a pole 
with assistance from NDAREC Safety 
Instructor Steve Homes, who was 
on-site conducting a safety evaluation 
in August.

Despite summer storms, Mor-Gran-Sou 
maintains exceptional system reliability
WITH RANDY RESSLER, MANAGER OF OPERATIONS, MOR-GRAN-SOU ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE
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plan includes making improvements 
that maintain and strengthen the 
system. As utility industry standards 
and technology evolve, we are able to 
make changes to the transmission and 
distribution system that can benefit 
Mor-Gran-Sou and its members. 
One of our ongoing projects is 
replacing overhead power lines with 
underground cable. This year, linemen 
are replacing three-phase overhead 
with underground from the Lark 
Switchyard to the Cannon Substation 
and several other locations throughout 
our service area.

We plan to add a drone for system 
maintenance in the future. Right now, 
we are test-driving technology that will 
help us patrol power lines in some of 

our more remote areas of the system. 
The drone will give us broader, wider 
and higher views of each individual 
pole and piece of equipment.

Technology continues to improve 
and reduce the number of power 
blinks and outages on our system. 
When your power blinks, it means the 
system is doing its job in trying to clear 
the fault. When that’s not possible, 
it will open a breaker to prevent 
a line from burning down. While 
those power blinks can be a nuisance 
for you, they are preventing system 
damage and ultimately reducing the 
time of your outage.

Maintenance is a key to system 
reliability. We’ve been trying to keep 
you up-to-date on the progress of our 
operations department. As we have 
shared in the local pages of North 
Dakota Living, on Facebook and at 
your annual meeting, Mor-Gran-Sou’s 
linemen have been busy building 
new services, completing substation 
and system improvements, and 
converting some overhead power 
lines to underground, to continue 
giving you safe, reliable and affordable 
electric service.

Maintenance can certainly reduce 
the number of power outages caused 
by storms, but it does not stop 
them. If you do experience a power 
outage, please call 701-597-3301, 
701-663-0297 or 800-750-8212 to 
report it. A dispatcher will ask a 
standard set of questions including, 
“Did you check your breakers?” and 
“Do your neighbors have power?” 
These questions provide helpful 
information for our linemen, who 
are trying to determine the extent of 
the outage.

Once we are aware of the outage, 
we use our meter-reading technology 
to verify you are out of power. That’s 
when we roll with a line crew.

If you call to report your outage 
and it’s not answered immediately, 
please continue calling. If we have a 
transmission outage, a larger number 
of people may be out of power and 

calling at the same time. Your call is 
still important, so we thank you for 
your patience and information.

Depending on the size of the 
outage, we may provide updates on 
our Facebook page. Please do not 
report your outage on Facebook. 
While it’s a great communications 
tool for our members, it is not a direct 
line to dispatch. We still need you to 
call 800-750-8212 and answer those 
standard questions, so we can log your 
information and ultimately give you 
the most efficient service.

It seemed like a lot of our severe 
storms happened during the evening 
and night hours. Mor-Gran-Sou 
always has linemen on-call who do 
their best to fix the outage in a timely 
manner. Know that it can take time 
to pinpoint the cause of the outage, 
load supplies, travel to the location 
and ultimately fix the problem. Our 
line crews might also be working on 
an outage that was called in prior 
to yours, depending on the path the 
storm took. Please know that we 
will work as efficiently as we can, 
with safety in mind, to restore your 
electric service. 

We thank you for weathering those 
storms together with us and showing 
your support.

In the end, it was just another 
summer for your local Touchstone 
Energy® Cooperative. We did see more 
severe storms in our service area, and 
that weather pattern may continue 
into the fall and winter. As always, 
please be prepared for a power outage. 
If you feel you cannot be without 
power for whatever reason, you might 
want to look into how a portable 
electric generator can provide what 
you need during an outage. You will 
need a licensed electrician for proper 
installation, and for your safety and 
the safety of our linemen.

As the storms continue to roll, our 
line crews will continue to roll, and 
Mor-Gran-Sou Electric Cooperative 
will continue striving to provide you 
with exceptional electric service. n

PH
O

TO
 BY C

AR
M

EN
 D

EVN
EY

www.morgransou.com	 MOR-GRAN-SOU ELECTRIC NEWS  , SEPTEMBER 2018 C7

MOR-GRAN-SOU ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE INC.



MOR-GRAN-SOU
ELECTRIC 

COOPERATIVE INC.
202 6th Ave. W. -  PO Box 297

Flasher, ND 58535-0297
Phone: 701- 597-3301 Flasher

701- 663-0297 Mandan 
Toll-free: 800-750-8212  Fax: 701-597-3915

Email us: info@morgransou.com
UNDERGROUND LINE LOCATES 

800-795-0555 OR 811

Mor-Gran-Sou
Electric Cooperative
Your Touchstone Energy  Cooperative

MOR-GRAN-SOU  ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE
board meeting highlights

• Approved the June 26, 2018 regular 
Board meeting minutes 

• Approved a work order inventory and a 
special equipment inventory 

• Reviewed and accepted the June fi nancial 
report 

• Reviewed and accepted the attorney and 
director’s expense reports for June   

• Accepted format, location and time 
change for October Board meeting 

• Approved creating the Transmission 
Maintenance Group entity as a 
cooperative 

• Approved Southwest Power Pool 
Resolution 

• Heard the Co-General Managers/CEOs 
update, and reports on several meetings 
attended 

• Heard reports from various meetings the 
directors attended 

• Held Executive Session

Meeting date: July 20, 2018

OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS
Chair ............................. Leland “Judge” Barth 

Vice Chair. .................................... Casey Wells

Secretary-Treasurer ................. Bonnie Tomac

Directors .........................................Mark Doll,
Vernard Frederick, Lance Froelich, 

Chad Harrison, Jay Larson, Bob J. Leingang

MANAGEMENT
Co-GM/CEO....................Donald A. Franklund
Co-GM/CEO............................... Travis Kupper

www.morgransou.com

Upcoming regular 
board meeting date: 

Sept. 26 at 10 a.m. 
at the Great Plains Synfuels Plant near Beulah

Oct. 31 at 9:30 a.m. CT 
in the Mor-Gran-Sou board room in Flasher

Nov. 28, 2018 at 10:30 a.m. CT 
in the NDAREC board room in Mandan

Members are welcome to attend the board meetings at any 
time. Please contact Mor-Gran-Sou at cternes@morgransou.
com, or call 800-750-8212 or 701-597-3301 to confi rm the 
meeting date and location if you wish to attend.  

To place an item on the agenda, please contact Board Chair 
Leland “Judge” Barth or Co-General Manager/Chief Executive 
Offi cer Donald Franklund at least one week in advance. 

Members may obtain a copy of approved Board minutes by 
completing and returning the “Request for Information or Data” 
form. You can fi nd this form at www.morgransou.com, or call the 
offi ce for a copy.

One free, easy call gets your utility lines marked AND helps protect you from injury and expense.

Safe Digging Is No Accident: Always Call 811 Before You Dig
Know what’s below. Always call 811 before you dig. Visit call 811.com for more information.

CALL
DIG
BEFORE YOU

ALWAYS

One free, easy call gets your utility lines marked AND helps protect you from injury and expense.

Safe Digging Is No Accident: Always Call 811 Before You Dig
Know what’s below. Visit 811.com for more information.

ALWAYS
CALL 

BEFORE YOU DIG
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